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ABSTRACT

Ahmad Shawqi Abd Al-Salam Dayf (13 January 19103-March 2005), was one of the most influential 20th
century Egyptian writers and intellectuals, andgarehead for the Renaissance and the modernisemment in the Arab
World. He had deep knowledge in the western liteeatand criticism. He became one of the toweringgmalities in
Arabic literary criticism. In literary criticism,énlargely followed the styles and methods of theagtike Taha Hussain,

Abbas Mahmud al-Aqgad and Mohammad Hussain Haikal.

Shawqi Dayf divided the Arabic literature into fiyeeriods based on the political conditions, whilis h
contemporaries depended on historical events atidl smnditions, which starts with the Pre-Islampériod and ends with
the modern period. Although, Shawqi Dayf largelysdxh his method of criticism on political conditiote sometimes
kept in mind the historical and social conditiotsoalike his guideTaha Hussain His critical approach to biographical

literature is mainly based on historical events.

Dayf's main three doctrines afél- Suna, Al-Tasnnu and Al-Tasn'i”. He opined that Arabic literature,
particularly the poetry, remained the same in aunénd style until the modern period. He has appire integrative

approach in his study on Arabic literary persoresit

He has based his method for criticism on the ambrofllowed by "Hypotile Taine" . He implied the
psychological approach in his study of the poets pose writers. Sometimes he followed the hisabrapproach in his
criticism
INTRODUCTION

Ahmad Shawgi Abd Al-Salam Dayf (13 January 19103-March 200jwas one of the most influential 20th
century Egyptian writers and intellectuals, arfijarehead for the Renaissance and the modermsement in the Arab
World. He was famous with his sobriquet Shawqi D&ld had deep knowledge in the western literatnceaiticism. He
became one of the towering personalities in Ardibécary criticism. In literary criticism, he larbefollowed the styles

and methods of the great like Taha Hussain, Abbalsrivud al-Aggad and Mohammad Hussain Haikal.

Literary criticism is an attempt to explain a ldaey work. A literary critic is one, who explains mterprets a

literary work — its meaning, production, aesthstitiand historical value.

In his famous book The History of Arabic Literatu&hawqi Dayf divided the literature into five pmis, which

starts with the Pre-Islamic period and ends withrtiodern period.

Shawqi Dayf divided the Arabic literary periods per the political conditions, while his contempazar

depended on historicl events and social conditions.
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Shawgi dayf in his book The Age of Nations and fa@>/LY/s /s _rxac) says that inspite of spread of Arabic
literature in different regions and its divisiortanvarious periods, there has always been unitthaughts, emotions,

feelings and the spirit.

Although, Shawqi Dayf largely based his methodriticism on political conditions, he sometimes kepmind

the historical and social conditions also, like dnisde Taha Hussain.

His methods and approaches to criticism in biolgicg literature differ in many ways from the apacbes of

other critics. His critical approach to biographidgrature is mainly based on historical events.

Dayf's main three doctrines are “Al- Suna, Al-Tasrand Al-Tasn'{gisill 5 <aiaill 5 daiall ) He followed these
doctrines in his famous books: Al-Fan wa MazahibéihAl-Sh'ir Al-Arabi and Al-Fan wa Mazahibuhu Al-Nas'h Al-
Arabi.

He opined that Arabic literature, particularly theetry, remained the same in content and styli¢ tiiet modern
period. He held that for a critic thorough and dé@pwledge of literature is a must He has applieel integrative

approach in his study on Arabic literary persoresit

He has based his method for criticism on the sggrdollowed by "Hypotile Taine". Shawqi Dayf stsed on

objectivity, accuracy thorough knowledge of histand positive approach to a particular text or peagty.

He implied the psychological approach in his stafifhe poets and prose writers. Sometimes hevielibthe

historical approach in his criticism. He also usdtt is called%«8Y! 4> 5ll) or Regional Destination Studies.

Shawki Dayf was not in favour of a single approagtthe literature. He says that the nature ofdiigre is

complex and hence different methods are to be eggld as to achieve the objectives of the litegatur
Dayf says the criticism is a science, which becarpart of intellectual research since Aristotl&sq.
Dayf says that the analysis and evaluation are grttemost important elements of criticism in kiere.

The imaging of the literary personalities is an. drhe critic studies the literary figures and skotheir

personalities in a clear manner after analyzing ttreation and their ideas, emotions and feelmtheir literary writings.

"Artistic beauty" is the most essential part of Biacriticism. Artistic beauty always explores ttgle, technique

and trends of the literature.

He further says that the art criticism is a disous or evaluation of visual art. Art critics udyatriticize art in

the context of aesthetics or the theory of beauty.

Artists often have an uneasy relationship withrtieeitics. Artists usually need positive opiniomerfi the critics

for their work.

He says Arabic poetry is the earliest form of Acaliterature. Present knowledge of poetry in Aradétes from

the 6th century, but oral poetry is believed todate that period.

He categorized the Arabic poetry into two main gjpttymed or measured, and poetical prose, thecfogneatly
preceded the latter. The rhymed poetry falls witfifieen different meters collected and explaingdab-Farahidi in his

famous The Science of ‘Arud. Al-Akhfash, a studehtal-Farahidi, later added one more meter to nthken sixteen.
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The meters of the rhythmical poetry are known ial#ic as "meter” (s~ / buhiir). The measuring unit of meter is known
as "tafflah" (=), and every meter contains a certain number dfaafwhich the poet has to apply in every verse
(< / bayt) of the poem. The measuring procedure mjen is very rigorous. Sometimes adding or remowgirtgnsonant
or a vowel can shift the bayt from one meter totheo Also, in rhymed poetry, every bayt has to eitt the same rhyme

(&4@ / gafiyah) throughout the poem.

The researchers and critics of Arabic poetry ugualssify the entire poetry into two categoridsssical and
modern poetry. Classical poetry was written betbeeArabic renaissance (al-N#th). Thus, all poetry that was written in
the classical style is called "classical" or "ttadial poetry”, since it follows the traditionalylt and structure. It is also
known as "horizontal poetry" in reference to itsibontal parallel structure. Modern poetry, on tiber hand, deviated

from classical poetry in its content, style, stawet rhyme and topics.

Arabic music or Arab music is the music of the Aredrld. Arab music, though independent and veryegalhas a

long history of interaction with many other regibnausical styles and genres.
Dayf says Pre-Islamic Arab music was similar td thfaAncient-Middle-Eastern music.

To sum up this topic | would like to state that @haDayf was a towering personality in the field afticism.
His contribution to criticism is held in high estedy the great critics and his books on criticigtarticularly Fi Al- Naqd

Al-Adabi is considered a very important book on madliterary criticism
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